
1. To appoint all members to the Planning, Access and Rights of Way 
Committee 

2. Election of Chair of the Planning, Access and Rights of Way Committee  

To elect a Chair of the Planning, Access and Rights of Way Committee until the next 
Annual General Meeting of the Authority.

The following nomination has been received:

1. Mr Julian Stedman (the case for appointment is given below)

RECOMMENDATION:  To appoint Mr Julian Stedman as Chair of Planning, 
Access and Rights of Way Committee until the next Annual General 
Meeting of the Authority.

Mr Julian Stedman:  Case for Appointment

I am standing for the post of Chair of PAROW because I have a passion for the well-
being of the Brecon Beacons National Park and am committed to ensuring that the 
National Park Authority continues to deliver a first-class Planning and Rights of Way 
service for all our local communities. I have nearly forty years’ working experience in 
South Wales, and have lived in the National Park for the last seventeen. My knowledge 
of the Park is extensive, having run a local Bed and Breakfast business for eight years. 
Before becoming a Board member, I was an active Ambassador and Park Volunteer, a 
founder member of Walkers are Welcome in Crickhowell and a member of the 
Steering Group for the Walking Festival based in the town. I believe my skills and 
experience place me in a good position to continue in this role which I have discharged 
competently over the past two years. 

I have considerable relevant skills and experience to bring to this position:

 I have a professional planning background, with a Masters degree from Nottingham 
University in Environmental Planning, and have been a member of the Royal Town 
Planning Institute from 1985 (as a retired member, since 2011).

 I have wide-ranging experience in planning, gained over a forty-year professional 
career, thirty of which were based in Cardiff. I have worked extensively in both 
private and public sectors, and as an architect/planner for Cardiff Bay Development 
Corporation.

 I held city-wide responsibility for Development Management, Enforcement and 
Building Regulations and managed Cardiff's Countryside and Biodiversity Service, the 
Sustainable Development team, Neighbourhood and City-Centre Regeneration, Built 
Heritage and teams delivering planning policy and minerals, including the LDP.



 I have personal experience of masterminding the restructuring of an eighty-strong 
planning department in Cardiff. The department subsequently won a Wales Quality 
Award for outstanding public-sector management.

 For several years as a guest lecturer, I gave talks at Cardiff University's Planning 
School on Planning Policy and Urban Design, and acted as assessor of several student 
design projects.

 As an architect, I had a good understanding of built heritage issues, and for several 
years was in charge of a historic town scheme in the heart of Cardiff, working with 
Cadw.

 Under the Wardens' supervision, I have assisted practically in several improvement 
projects on local rights of way, including stream diversions, bridge building, and 
gate/stile improvements. 

 During two years' experience as Chair of PAROW, I have dealt with several difficult 
and contentious issues with firmness and integrity. I have proven chairing abilities, 
allowing free and focused debate for members, encouraging public participation, but 
restraining discussions when they are unrelated to planning issues. 

The main things that I would seek to achieve for the authority would be:
 to play a leading role in the Authority's Change Programme, helping to achieve 

efficient use of resources and improved cross-boundary internal working through a 
thoroughgoing review of the Planning Service within a project/programme 
management culture.

 to assist in cultural change: helping the Planning Service to engage more effectively 
with its stakeholders and partners and improve its reputation with the general 
public. 

 to continue to Chair the PAROW meetings effectively, ensuring that the strong 
development management and enforcement performance is monitored and 
maintained. 

 to encourage a strong collaboration between the members and key officers to 
ensure mutual understanding of planning issues through training and site visits.
to support the Local Access Forum and key officers in securing the approval of the 
ROWIP and making sure that progress on its delivery is achieved and monitored 
effectively.

2. Election of Deputy Chair of the Planning, Access and Rights of Way 
Committee  

To elect a Deputy Chair of the Planning, Access and Rights of Way Committee until 
the next Annual General Meeting of the Authority.

The following nomination has been received:

1. Cllr Edwin Roderick (the case for appointment is given below)

RECOMMENDATION:  That Cllr Edwin Roderick be appointed Deputy 
Chair of the Planning, Access and Rights of Way Committee until the 
next Annual General Meeting of the Authority.



Cllr Edwin Roderick

My reason for standing for the post of Deputy Chair of planning is that I have been 
deputy to Mr Julian Steadman who is very experienced as Chair and in planning and I 
have found that it has been an extremely steep learning curve but very interesting, 
sometimes challenging and there are times I disagree with some decisions, but there 
again I am not a yes-man but with the support and advice which is available from very 
experienced officers who are able to explain some of the boundaries that as an 
authority we have to follow, but besides all that I enjoy the post taking into account 
that we have had some very difficult decisions to make.

I had thought to put myself forward for Deputy Chair of the Authority but at this 
moment in time I felt I need more experience in my present position.


